with a child and it was born. God had honoured his word.
^Leave everything to me, 1 shall take care of you'\ He
declares.

22. The evil effects of Jealousy

The chief cause for a person's self-destruction is the
jealousy he generates and harbours within. Mostly, it stems
out of the popularity enjoyed by persons whom he dislikes.
This will result in trying to acquire that position and when
he fails, there will naturally be feverish attempts to cause
them harm. Envy breeds desire, which if unfulfilled, turns
one into losing the temper. When infurious, one does not
know what he utters. He may, even pour venom.

The Vedas provide as the rules for reformation for
mankind. The essence of all the four branches has been
presented in the form of a narrative in the Mahabharata.
What a man should strive, the epic points out is always to do
good to and to wish well of others. If that is not possible,
one should not try to spoil others and act as stumbling blocks
in their progress. When confronted with problems, it will
be wise to take the counsel of men of maturity and integrity
whose advice may be unpalatable, but will be fruitful. On
the other hand there may be unscrupulous elements who may
be ready to surround a fickle-minded person take advantage
of his weakness, lure him by false promises and show him
short-cut methods but only to lead him to ruin.

The character of Duryodhana has been portrayed in
Mahabharat to bring out the above sentiments. He missed
the golden opportunity by rejecting the guidance of Vidura,
the embodiment of truth and justice. Instead, he depended
on the suggestions thrown by his uncle who was having croo-
ked ideas. What kills a man from within is his vicious thou-
ghts. Through this drama. God has chosen to remind us that
persons who commit misdeeds, more so by flouting moral
laws and divine commands, will never go unpunished. Bene-
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